MR. GARVIN AND  THE 'NATIONAL* GOVERNMENT
The only real danger-point in the life of a minority govern-
ment is when a vote of censure is moved by the Opposition ;
defeat then means overthrow. In those emergencies, Mr.
Lloyd George put behind the Labour Government the full
weight of his prestige. To the delight and relief of the anxious
members of the Government, he not only used his incom-
parable eloquence to denounce the Tory attacks in the
House, but led triumphantly his contingent into the Govern-
ment Lobby. Mr. Winston Churchill was wrong. The floor
that separated the Liberal and Labour Parties in the House
of Commons was not, after all, too broad, but Mr. Lloyd
George's action made the gangway between Liberals and
Conservatives completely impassable.
This decision of Mr. Lloyd George and his diminutive but
determined coterie kept the Labour Government safe in the
House of Commons. The only way, therefore, to end its
dangerous administration was to persuade it to commit suicide
fto make a Tory holiday.' This suggestion would seem
preposterous, until it is remembered that the Prime Minister
of any Government holds the life of that Government in his
hand. If the Prime Minister resigns, the administration comes
to an end. Thus the problem was simplified by narrowing it
to a single issue and that a personal one. As everything else
had failed, would it be possible to induce MacDonald to
resign and so destroy his Government ?
If that question had been put to the average Labour Member
of Parliament in the spring of 1931, he would have regarded
it as an insult to himself and a libel on his leader* He could
not have been persuaded that MacDonald would be guilty of
such black treachery as to break his own Government and join
the enemy.
It must be admitted that, at first sight, the suggestion that
MacDonald should be Prime Minister of a * National * Govern-
ment seemed ridiculous. Why should MacDonald's name be
put forward as leader of a Government which included the
opponents of his Party ? It was certainly not because his
Tory sponsor admired or respected him. In the House of
Commons he had often been treated with scornful contumely
by his political opponents.           '                           ,........- -
Perhaps.one of the.most remarkable.things,in tte political
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